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The importance of Irish oral tradition and literature as a
source for the student of the language, literature and social

history of Ireland is now generally recognised, It is also conceded
that immediate steps must be taken for a thorough survey of the
material in queation, which would result in the compilation of a huge

gtaére of M3, material of great int»insic value and of immense national
importance.

Into the urgent nature of the task I need not enter. It 18
evident to all who have any real lmowledge of the actual econditions
prevailing in rural distr®ets that the likelihood of oral traditions
supviving much longer is not to be entertained seriously. Whatever
is the fate of the Irish language the complete and final disappearance
of certain aspects of our oral literature is never in doubt for =
moment. Our popular tales and songs and other forms of popular
composition will pass away for ever, and it is useless to attempt to
retard their disappearance. They are but literary fashions which
have served their day and for which there is no further demand. "The
old order changeth ampd yielding place to new." Whether the new 1is
superior or inferior to the old is not a matter for us to decide.

Our task is to record every phase of a folk-civilisation which is
passing.

We may divide the whole subject-matter into two main divisions:-

A. Spiritual Folk Culture.
B. Material Folk Culture.

Spiritual Folk Culture material we may divide roughly as follows:-

A. Literary composition with a fixed form.
B. Iiterary comvoslition with an unfixed form.

A

A. (1) Folk Songs.
) Prayera.
) Charms.
:I Hi:m-EE .
) Gemes.
) Riddles.
) Proverba,

(
(8
(2
(4
(5
(6
(7

B. Follt Tdles and Traditions.

Material Folk Culture is concerned with the study and
investigation of such things as Farms and Ferm Bulldings, material
objects connected with trades and occupations, domestic plenishings,
their origin, history, and development, etc. This branch of study
has been the subject of detailed Investigation in many parts of
Europe, but not in Ireland. What is the origin and development of
Irish farm bulldings, of the furniture of ceuntry houses, etc., -
these and. many more problems have yet to be examined in this country.

A detailed description (with plans, drawings or photographs) of
the ordinary types of farm bulldings in your district is greatly to
be desired. Moreover yocu should collect informeation regarding the
types of buildings formerly in use e,g. tithe falla deidin, etc.

If you can collect material objects of a primitive character
agsociated with agriculture, [ishing, trades, domestic plenishings
you ghould do so and inform the Curator of the National Museum
telling him what you have. These objects have, as a rule, no
commercigl value, but a small sum may be paid the owner, and more-
over the material may be sen%t carriage forward to the Museum.




r

L/
|

£

74

(2)

l:?;ﬁner*al Instructions.

(1) Write clearly in ink on one side of the leaf only, leaving a
wide margin.

(2) To each piece of information add the date of recording and the
name, age and address of the informant (townland, parish).

(3) Material should be recorded verbatim. The gsource of each tale,
song, etc., should be discovered before writing it down, and
every effort made to discover how old the tale, song pr
tradition is in the district. It follows, of course, that if ;
the material is recowltdd in Irish it must be written in Irish -
if in English it must be written in English, unless narrator
can reoount it equally well in Irish.

(4) Material which has its source 1in books or mewspapers should not
be recorded.

(6) It must be clearly understood that it makes no difference 1f
you have heard a tale or song, etc., already, or if you know
that such talea and songs are in print. A variant is as
important as a new type, and all such variants should bhe
recorded.

POLK TALES.
S

Animal Tales.

(1) The fox pretends to be dead and steals the fish (kills pouliry).
Earliest Irish example c.l&90.

(2) The Wolf fishes with his tail through a hole in the ice. 1
Beal, IIl.86S.

(3) The Theft of Butter by the Fox who pretends to be Godfather.
Bedl. II.3456.

r Pa

(4) Pox rids himself of the Fleas. Beal, II,%94

(6§) The Horse Kicks the Wolf in the Teeth. "Ni fearr iomarca don
Ealﬂﬂn ate,

(6) The captured Cock begas leave of Fox to say grace before being
caten.

(7) Contest in running between Hedgehog and Hare.

(8) Race of Fox and Crab.

(9) Captured Fox escapes by burning man's shoes.

(10) Fox on wet day resolves to bulld himself a house.

11) "Belling the Cat." Mice buy bell for cat. See Scottish CGaellc .
(= studies, Vol. L

4) Talea which show the origin or attempt to explain meaning of
}' animal and bird and insect cries. e.g. Seagulls in pursult
3 of fish (a) Ta agam, ta agam."(B) "Cad ta, cad ta?" etc,

e.g. An Deargdaol agus an Priompallan,

(13) Tales accounting for physical peculiarities in Animals, Birds,
Fishes.
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(14) Tales are current in Ireland in which the following animals,
birds, fish and insects are characters:-

Fox, Wolf, Weasel, Hedgehog, Wild Cats, Dog, Cat, Goat, Sheep, h
Horse, Cow (an bho no an capall on bhfaraige), Seal, Otter, :
cock (Coileach Marta, etc.) Raven, Eagle, Hawk, Seagull (and j
other sea-birds), Wren, Feannog, Preachan Liath (and other
land-birds), Ailp (Airc) Luachra, Priompallan (Trompallan), l
Salmon, Haddock, Flounder (e.g. Why is the Flounder wry-
faced?), Bal (Eascu), Peist, etc. ‘
!
I

Other Tales.

(15) Rescue of princess from Dragon (giants). Hero overcomes three
glants and their mother, or a sea-monsater. Impostor exposed :
and identity of hero established, Beal,I.388; c.p. II.7.

(16) Hero rescues princess(es) from underworld captivity.
Treacherous companions,

(17) Monster's heart (soul) in Tree. "Seabhac na Failte Fuaire,
Machdore na Doire Leithe, ete."” Helpful Animals.

(18) "Aodh Mhic agus 0 Malc an Bhradain". "Faisc, falsc, a ribel" y
Beal., I.309, 378; II 371. '

(19) "Bluebeard". Girl marries robber who has murdered & number of
women. She escapes. DBeal. II 227, 358, Curtints Tales of
the Fairies, etc. 2. - 1 PR T T

3 (20) "The Magie Flight." Hero by ald of adversary's daughter
performs three difficult tasks and obtains three magic objects
which later kelp him in his flight. on retusmto his home he
forgets his helper. ,Recoghition by means of "eoilichin oir
agus cearcin airgid." Beal. I.107,270; II.25,189; IIL.35.

(21) "Megician and his Pupil." Boy apprenticed to magicimn by his
father for three years. Fdather put to a test recognises his
son (in the shdpe of a pigeon). Son assumes many shapes and
for a time evades pursuit by his master, etec. "Gabha na gCleas?

(22) Boy who wanted to learn what Pear #s. BSleeps in haunted house
and is given hidden treasure.

(23) Boy Steals Giants' Treasure. The-horse, cloak of darkness,
1ight, cap of knowledge, etec, Finally the glant 1s killed.
Baalq EI;lU, 25; IIIF 349.

(24) smith outwits the Devil. "Seadna" type.

. (25) podfather Death. Death(Devil)as godfather. Man tricks the
: Devil(Death) and cures meny sick people, but he is oculwltied
3 himself in the end. Beal. II.11l.

l (26) Wolf and Kids. Wolf pretends he is kids' mother and devours
them, DPeal.II.Z229i

(27) Man on Quest for Lost Wife. MNagic objects or animals as
helpers.

(28) The Mouse as Bride. Youngest of three brothers succeed best
in the Quests set by his father., He brings the best cloth,
the most beautiful bride, ete, See Sgealta Mhicil 24.




(29)

(30)

(31)

(32)

(35)

(34)

(35)
(36)

(37)

(38)

(39)

(40)

(41)
(42)
(85)

(44)
A (45)

(46)
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The Substituted Bride. Cruel stepmother. Stepdaughter in
return for kindnessawarded, but her wicked stepsisters
punished. Marries prince. Her children put away by step-
sistera. See Beal.I.349; II, 111,227%,372; III.V3,274.

Search for Lost Husband. "Madra Ban na nOcht gCos," Madra Ban
na Coile Duibhe", etc. "Cupid & Psyche" type. See Beal.
II1.171, Curtints Mytha 50. T

Girl seeks her loest and enchanted Brothera. "Leinteacha don
Cheannabhan Mona." Beal.I. 115.

Man brings back from Obther World answers to certain Questions.
"Buille mhoch an Iuman agus buille Dheanach an tSathairn.”
Learns also how to cure sick princess, where to find well, etc.
See Beal.L 303} II.199(210).

Friends in Life and Death. Deceased friend followed into other
world. On way sees strange sights, e.g. fat and lean cattle.
Beal.I.207, 3

The Name of the Helper. In return for help in aPinning woman
must discover helper's name. "Girle Guairle," "Tightholder,"
"Billy Touras." Beal.L.30l; III.482(501).

The Three 0ld VWomen Spinners. (Girl helped by three deformed
women whom she invitea to her wedding.

Dmerfs and Hunchback. "De Luain, De Mairt." Beal.I.65;
IT.28; III.=211. il

Grateful Pead. Man pays dead man?s debts and gets his corpse
buried, Later, in quest of fortune, he seeks the hand of an
enghanted nrincess. WHe mat find for her an object (comb),
scissors) whieh she haes hid. O0Or hero rescues princess from
slavery (or from being burned alive), Thrown overboard ship
by Jjealous captain., Dead man (helper) demand'!s half of hero's
pﬂsaqﬁians. Beal.I.46,167(180),283,35%.

Cind¥ella, "Coilin Imachra."” @irl flees from home (father) and
takes service. Helped by dead mother, ete, Dances in
beautiful clothing but leaves palace hurriedly. Recognition
through shoe. Beal.L.366; II.333,372; III.73,274.

Btrange Helpers. Cos fe chrios Cluas he hEisteacht, Ton
Iarailnn, Speedwell, See-well, etc. Shop which saila over land
and water, Uisce Thobar na mPuadh (Tobar Dheirén Domhain.

Boy who learned Speech of Birds. Foretells that his father
will wash his feet and his mother dry them. Thrown into sea.
Fulfilment of prophecy. FPrince Alexander.

Clever Horse. Helps hero.

Cat as Helper. '"Puss in Boots." Beal.I.239; II,l4.

Quest for Wonderful Bird. Bird steals apples from king's
erchard. "Golden Phoenix", "An t=Ean 0 L

Fisher and his Wife, The fish fulfills all the wishes of the
wife of a poor fisherman.

Princess who never laughed. Hero thrown into prison by guile
of jealous rival. "An Bheach agus an Priompallan.,”

The Maglic Table (Cloth), Ass and Stick(or Soldiers in Box).
Hero obtains (often by exchange) these maglc objects. Later
they are stolen, bub finally recovered and the thieves
punished.
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(48)

(49)
(50)

(51)

(62)

(53)
(54)

(55)

(56)
(57)

(68)

(59)

(60)

(61)

(62)

(63)

(64)

(65)
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Magic Mill whieh grinds Salt. 3Beal. TII.63.

The Three Maglc Objects end the Wonderful Fruits. The objects
(purse, horn, etc.) stclen by hero's wife. Apples (berries)
which cause horns to grow on person who has eatésy them.
Recovery of stolen objects.

Maglc Bird Heart. Whoever eats of bird-heart will recelve gold.
See Synge'ts Aran Isiands 82,

"Aonach an Phuic," "Pleiceam" ete. All stick together. Popr
man by means of magis cobject teaches his wife a lesson.

The Two Travellers. 'Ce aca is sia a Sheigheann an rogaireacht
noe an mhacantacht?" Hero deprived of his eyes by covetous
companions left to'die in wood. Beal, II.EG.

Seanin na Tumaithe. Strong man tiE&' Performs certain tasks
(threshing haggard of corn stac draining lake, overcomes
peist,ete.) "Firat to beoome angry” bargain. Beal.II,l56.

Four Skilful Brothers. Four brothers learn trades and test
their skill in their father's presence. Beal.II.154.

Maiden without Hands, King cuts off his daughter!'s hands and
abandona her in wood. She marries prince. Beal. III.473.

The 0ldest on the Ferm, "An fear a chuaidh go Criocha
Lochlannach" "Pear na Banoige.” Irishman in Lochlann asks for
lodging of old man who directs him teo a still older man and so
en. Origin of proverb "An te nar ith an fheoil" etc. Beal.I.182.

The Wisher. Man uses three wishea unwisely.

Smith and Stranger. Stranger shoes horse by cutiing off 1ts
legs. Rejuvenation of old woman. Beal.I.22; II. EE??I},EEB.

Brian Brathdir. Contract with a Devil. 1In Hell man sees fiery
room, prepared for Brian Brathair. Hermit and robber in river
d‘ning penance. Beal.I.304: I1.329: III. 29.

Sean Brathair 0 Conchubhair. WNest with wonderful egg. Lomadh an
Luain. Search for persons. "go m=bfhearr a slli chun De do
shli-se". "Teampall i nGoirting a' Chru."

God's Juatice Vindicated. Hermit wonders at angel doing
seemingly unjust things.

Man gives up going to Mass because he 1s angry with prlest, He
iz shown his own error by a stranger.

Princess who cannot solve & riddle. Hero on his way to princess
sees a horse .poimensd and then eaten by a raven who in turn
falls dead etc. "One killed none and yet killed twelve."
Beal.I.282.

The Hero forces King to say "That is a lie". The wonderful
beehive, cabbage. Tree which grows to sky. Threahiﬁ?in
Heaven, etc. Beal,I1.198. BSee 3g.Mhicll 45.

An FPiadh 0ir. Man conceals himself in Golden Deer and obtains
admission to pelace.

Na Tri Hualai. Marriagu bargain, Husband and wife quarrel
wnereupon she carries three burdens out of her home. Beal.I.1l58;
III.49(52).
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(66) Woman has to choose between her husband, son and brother who
are to be hanged.

(87) Shipts Captain and Faithful Wife. The ring taken. Wife
vindicates herself and exposes wickedness of captain. See
Syrige's Aran JIslands.

(68) “Gﬂiﬂelda." KXing marries poor glrl who promises to be always
complacent. She is subjected to many bitter trials.

(69) "Shylock" story. Wife as Judge saves her husband.
g

(70) Shrewish wife reformed. (Beal.II.28l) Her father marries her
to a begpgar who breaks her pride.

(71) "Taming of the Shrew." Husband tames shrewish wife. Kills
hound, horse, pig. Wager "whose wife is the most obedient?”
Beal. I,348: III.=274.

(72) Three Counsels. "Cam dereach an rod se an bothar mor an
t-althghiorra" etc.

(73).5bbries of Solamh, Baithi ' Ri, Aristotls.
(74) "Cad ta ag Dia a dheanamh anois?"
(75) "Is fearr lan doirn do cheird na lan doirn dtor,"

(76) The Three Questions. "Ce meid realt ar an speir?" Ce meid
cairt saile sa bhfaraige?’, etc, PReal.II.1l98,382,

(77) The Prophecy. It is foretold that a poor boy is to become the
ti:g'a son-in-law. Prophecy fulfilled despite wickedness of

(78) Tyiur ecloinne na Barp-sgoloige. 'Croch gheal Bhaile Atha
Cliath,"

(79) Deserting Soldier saves King in robber's house.

(80) An §&adui Dubh (0 Dubhain). Prame-story. By telling of his
ventures An (G.D. saves kingt!s three sons from death.

(81) Magic Ointment which resusaf‘htes dead soldiera. Hero lies
among dead bodies on battlefield and kills hag who comes with
healing ointment.

(82) The Clever Maiden alone at home kills the robbers.

(83) Building a bridge or road with the carcasses of slain cattle,

(24) The Woman as Cuckoo in the Tree. Anger-bargain to cease when
the cuckoo calls. "

(85) Glant and Clever Boy. 3Squeezing of the 3tone., Carrying home

the wood.
(B6) Numslulls unable to count their own number. "Wait for your
change”. Jumping into breeches, cow put to graze on roof,

church removed from nettles growing beside it, ete.

(87) Man felgns death. Wife ready to marry the man who brings the
news.

(88) Who will speak forst? The man and his wife wager.

(89) Man's wife cuts hairs from husband's beard. He kills her.
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Husband has left home. In his absence wife entertains lover.
In concealment huaband hears them making rimes about him,

The Obstinate {ife, "Bhi dha ghe amnn," "Giolla na Miol."

Huaband seeks three persons as stupid as his wife. Beal.
II.24. S

Merry Wives 'Jager which can best fool her husband. See
Curtint's Tales of the Fairies, ete, 89.

The Man who does his wife'ls work.
Man trades his horse for cow, cow for pig, ete.

Man and his wife build castles in the air. Count chiclkens
before they hatch, etec.

@Girl and Suitor. She is sent £n an errand and when found after
a long absence is found in tegrs and says that she is
frightened that 1f she marries and has a child it will be
killed by something falling on it in the cradle, etc.

The Master Thief. Steals, sheep, sheet, etc. Beal.II.358.

Rich and Poor Brother. The wonderful cattle.

0ld woman in chest. 32he spies on sheep-stealers but is
discovered. Beal.II.371; III.Z273.

Woma . aends money or clothes to Heaven to her deceased
husband. Beal.II.24; III.=255.

Sgriobh Liath an Earraigh.

The Lawyerts "Mad" Client. He feigns insanity in court and
later outwits his lawyer. See Sg. Mhicil 18,

Playing Cards as Calendar and Prayer Book.
The Brave Tailor. "Pear maruithe cead le¢ haon bhuille amhain.”

Docbor Know All, HMan pretends to be able to discover thiéeves
and is successful through no fault of his own.

Man dreams of treasure. "Droichead Maol Luimnighe,

Three Lucky Brothera. Their inheritance; a cock, a ladder, ete,

Robbers under Tree. "Parraing an doras id dhiaidh,

The Profitable Exchange,., Hero haa only a grain of corn; this

is eatm® by a cock and he gets the cock as damages, ate.
"Bullai Mor Ban." PBeal,JIII.1lO08,

"What should I have said?" BRBoy is told what to say in this or
that circumstance, He uses the words in the most impossible
cases and is always punished. Beal,III.46.

"We three: For Money." Beal. I.298.

#iho gives his own goods shall reccive it back tenfold.” Beal.
11T, 9%, =N

The Extraordinary Names. Beal.II.94,227; III.Z239.

The Three Lazy Ones, Who is the laziest?.

Ah Cat agus an Choineall.

P )
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ADDENDU M.

Popular Titles of Certain Folk Tales.

An Ghlas Ghaibhneach.
Ceatach mac Ri na gCor.
Loinnir Mhac¢ Leabhair
Bannrioghan Oilean an Uaignis.
Druchtuaine, mae¢ Ri Lochlann.
Grebaire Beag Fhinn Mac Cumhaill,
An Mhuc Allta.
An Ceannal Flonn agus Cluasach 0 Fallbhe,
Ubhall Oir.
An Crochaire Tarnochtuithe,
Bladhmann, mac an Ubhaill.
Cur, mac an Ghabha,
Denn Mhae, agus Dubh Mhae an Dithreabhaigh.
An Sonas agus an Donas.
Ceile na Bochtalneachta,
Gabha an t-Suic,
An Lair Dhonn.
Suilrghe Fhinn go Tir Lochlann.
Ur, Artur agds Lan Dearg.
An seanfhear a fhag a phaidrin asa roilig.
Cod, Cead agus Mi chead.
Gabha na gCleas,
Brian an Bhradain Ghil.
Critheagla gan Eaglsa.
Droichead Maol Luimnighe.
Liam Donn.
Ridire an Ghaisge.
Ridire an Ghaire Dhuibh agus Ridire an Ghaire Ghil,.
Sir Landerson.
Ce he do chara, ce he do namhaid?y
Manus ,
An ri1 a railbh mac 1s fiche aige.
s og na Feasoige Leithe.
eadh na Bruighne Baine.
Murchadh mac Bhriain,
Flos Fatha an Aon Sheil agus an Claidheamh Soluis,

In the preceding peges a necessarily brief liast of tales and
tale-mobives of an international character has been given. Apart
from these there are many more tales lmown in your district. The
main purpese of the list glven 1z to help you to draw up list of
tales from storytellers, as, if you use the list given it will un-
doubtedly help to remind the informant of these and other stories.
You should write down all tales of this character. If the task is
too great please submit the names of these tales, ete., which you
have not had time to write, together with the storyteller's name and
address.

LOCAL TALES.

The division ealled "loeal Tales" embraces s vast number of
narratives connected with the culture and history (literary, economic
and political) of the inhabitants of the district. A very brief
numbeny of headinge is given below which will be of serviece in
guegtioning informants.

(1) Stories told to account for presence of a name of field-
monuments such as pillar stones, rathk, forts, caves, castles,
holy wells, grave-yards, churches, ete.,, or of outstanding
Peatures of the distriect such as headlands, rivers, lakes,
rocks, boulders, ete.

(2) Bturies told of mythical historical or semi-historical persons
associated with the district. Famlly history and genealogies.
Families assoclated with certain trades and occupations.
Fishermen, herda, tallors, shoemakers, tinsmiths, pedlars,
b&ggarman gpailpinin ranacha storytellers, singers, pipers,

lers, "Ulteigh", Buachailli Bana, Ceithearnaigh, etec., etec.
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(3) Tales of events of a historical or semi-historical character,
e.g. 16-17 century. Condition of people in Penal Times. Tithe

war, Land War, Evictions, the Famine, Cholera Epidemic, 1848,
136&, ete.

(4) Tales of the Fairies and the Ghost World. Thousands of tales
belong to this elass. They should be carefully noted. An
Sluggh Sidhe, Ceol Sidhe, Pucai, Sochraidi sSidge, ete,

(5) Supernatural Beings other than in 3. Seamonsters, Mermen,
animals from the sen, tales of under-sea and under-lake dwellings.
Tir na hoige, Tir ma mBuadh, An Chailleach Bhearna. Manannan
Cliodhna, Aine, Aoibheall, Mor Chluana, Donn Firinne, Deamhain
Aelr, etc., ote.

It must be understood that any materiel of a traditional
character and transmitted orally relating to any aspect of the life
of the country people in past times is worthy of being recorded.
When in doubt as to whether you should write down certain material
write it down!/

FOLK RIDDLES.

It is very desirable to make a collection of these riddles (one
of the most primitive literery composition forms). A colleection of
value to collectors in Munster will be found in Bealoideas Part I.
1927. Variants are of great importance as they SHow The distribution.
Riddles are in the main international, but it may be found, when all
variants are collected and studied, that there are certain distinct
Gaelic types.

GAMES .

One must distinguish between games played by greown-ups and those
played by children. Wake-gemes formerly very popular deserve special
attention. In each case 8 detailed description of the game should
be given, and note made as to whether game fs still played, by whom
(men; women, boys, girls) and on what occasion or time.

VOCABULARTES, ETC.

Vocabularies of words and phrases asscciated with certain trades
or occupations are also to be included in the work of the collector.
It 1s not sufficient to note the word or phrase only but one should
glve a number of examples, showing different cases (n. & gen sg. with
article, n, pl., etc.). It is suggested that a detailed description
of the trade be taken down verbatim from the informant.

Place and personal hames (using local forms only) should also be
collected, "Volters' Lists" whiCh may De easlly obtained from the
Sheriff of the Counby's 0ffice will give the personal names and also
many (but, of course, not all) of the townland names. As each name
in the list is numbered 1t will be sufficient to record after this
fagshion:=-

49 Sean 0 Murchu (Sean Sheamads Mhaichil) Baile'n tSle and
omit the English names. Such printed lists should be submitted
with the collector's notes to the head-office.

FOLK PRAYERS.

In most Christian countries popular prayers are or were to be
found widely distributed and enjoying great popularity smongst
unlettered country follk. Many of these prayers are very ancient,
and go back to Latin originals which in turn may be derived from
Syriac or other Eastern languages. The popular prayers of Ireland
have not up to the present been examined by scholars, but when such

_ /Scientifl
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scilentiflic investigation is made eultural connections with other
literatures, countries and eivilizations, hitherto unsuspected, maybe
the result. Apart altogether from their value to the student of
comparative, medieval and religious literature these lon despised
expresaions of popular piety, displaying as they do the deep
dpiritual fervour of our own peoplec have a particular appeal to Irish
Catholies, and richly deserve collection nnd reverent treatment.

Here again all te&tual variants must be recorddd, andsyany
explanations of origins and use together with comments on or
explanations of teXtual difficulties or corruptions should be moted.
Short tales or traditions of persons or places (even the apparently
trivial), connected in anyway with this form of fixed popular com- I
position, should be carefully noted.

Collectors will find it practical to use such small collections
of popular prayers as those to be found in Mo Shlighe chun De (An
t-Ath, Peadar 0 Laoghaire) or in Paidreacha™ha ﬁﬁE&Thc, Both
authorized and widely lmown CathoTI¢ prayer DOOKS.

CHARMS,

Many charms (Ir.ortha, arth@<Tat,oratio) arec simply debased
popular prayers. These charms must be noted following the
suggestions made in the note on Folk Prayers. It is important to
record not only the form of the charm but details as to its use, [
stories showing how, When and by whom (men or women) such chfTms are :
used. A number of charms will be found in AN Seanchaidhe Muimhnesach.
The local form of these (and others) to be Toted on @ smalles
textual variant to be recorded. It is recommended (as the charm-
form is always short) to write out the whole charm in case of textual
variation, g

\ _ FOLK . SONGS. - | = "

Love Songs.

Political Songsi

Humorous Songs.,

Qcecupatlon Songs.

Ballads.

Stanza$ and Quatrains of an extempore character. Burduin.

Each song has many variants, In order to be able to re-
construct, following recognized scientific methods, the original
form of a song 1t 1s Imperative to have as many variants as possible,
Collectors are recommended to colleet all (even the most trivial)
variants of songs known locally. Usually a short proae narrative
accounting for the origin or explaining the nature of or giving
information about the author of the song 1s prefixed to the Song,
Quatrains or Stanzas in question. This prose narrative is unfixed
in form, the song, etc., of course being a fixed form. It is vital
to record {verbagim if possible) such prose introductions.

Customs and Beliefs associated with the Festivals of the Year,
with Birth, Marriage, Death, Burial, with Work on the Farm, Fishing
or other ‘occupations, showld also be noted.| 4
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