Toghchan 19181 gConamara

Cormac O Combrai

Is beag atd ar eolas faoi thoghchdn 1918 i gCois Fharraige. Sé an peaca é ach, sin mar atd sa
gcds seo. Ceann d’éachtai méra Eiri Amach na Cdsca nd cur in iiil do ndisitintéiri na hEireann
go raibh rogha eile ar fdil déibh, mar ionadaithe pobail, seachas an Pdirti an Rialtais Diichais.
Roimhe sin, nior tuigeadh é sin i nddirire cé go raibh mionphdirtithe ar nés Sinn Féin ann. Is
annamh a thug na mionphdirtithe sin dushlin Phdirti an Rialtais Diichais. Bagairti fisicidla
agus eacnamaiochta, easpa misnigh, easpa tacaiochta sna medin agus easpa infreastruchtiir
pholaitidil chomh maith le tuiscint ar an stddas pobail a bhi ag Pdirti an Rialtais Dichais. An
rud a thug an tEiri Amach do dhaoine n4 an tuiscint go raibh daoine ann a bhi sdsta priosiin a
dhéanambh, troid agus fiii bds a fhdil ar son na poblachta (né saoirse éigin a bhi nios iomldine

nd Rialtas Dichais).

B’¢ P4draic O Miille, duine de Mhdilligh gustalacha cheantar
an Mhdma, an Sinn Féineach ba thdbhachtai i gConamara.
Cé go raibh an-mheas air, nior sheas s¢ do Pharlaimint na
Breataine go dtf 1918. Go dti sin b’¢ William O’Malley an
feisire dititil. Iriseoir as Baile Conaola a bhif ansidd. Ina fheisire
6 1895 anall, ni raibh air toghchdn a throid go dti 1918,
léargas beacht ar an neart a bhi ag Pdirt{ an Rialtais Duchais.
Bhi go leor den tacafocht agus den neart sin bunaithe ar an
tuiscint gurbh iad Pdirti an Rialtas Dhtichais ab thearr a thuig
feirmeoiri na hEireann agus a thacédh lena gcuid iarrachtai
seilbh a fhdil ar thalamh na hEireann. Ordid faoi cheist na
taltin dbhar na chéad 6rdide agus an 6rdid dheireanach a thug
sé 1 bParlaimint na Breataine.

Nuairathosaighan Chéad Chogadh Domhanda, shocraigh
Rialtas na Breataine an t-athdhdileadh taldn a chur ar athlé
go dti tar éis an Chogaidh. Rinne sé sin dochar do Phdirt{ an
Rialtais Duchais. Le bagairt na criochdheighilte, mishdstacht
faoin éifeacht a bhi ag an gcogadh ar an ngndthshaol, olc faoin
mbaint a bhi ag Pdirti an Rialtais Duchais le hearcaiocht na
Breataine chomh maith le hiarrachtaf Fhérsai na Corénach
smacht a choinnedil ar an tir tar éis Eirf Amach na Césca, chas
daoine in aghaidh Phdirti an Rialtais Duchais agus i dtreo
Shinn Féin.

I mi na Samhna 1918 thdinig deireadh leis an gCogadh.
Fégraiodh toghchdn sa mBreatain, an chéad toghchdn ¢
1910. Bhi ceithre thoghcheantar ag Gaillimh in 1918, agus
sufochdn amhdin an ceann acu. Cdéras na Breataine a bhf
in usdid agus an t-iarrthéir ba mhé a fuair vérai ag fdil an
tsufochdn, gan aon PR a bheith i geeist. Feileann ‘an chéad
thear abhaile’ don phdirti is ldidre toisc go bhfaigheann siad
i bhfad nios mé sufochdin nd mar atd tuillte ag an gcéataddn
vétal atd acu. Nuair a bhi Pdirt{ an Rialtais Duchais in
uachtar, d’theil an céras sin go hiontach déibh ach nuair a
chas an taoille ina n-aghaidh chiallédh an céras go mbeadh
siad buailte go dona. Rud eile a bhi cinnidnach in 1918 nd
an lion v6tdiri a bhi i bhfad nios mé anois mar go raibh
mnd (le saibhreas dirithe) agus fir bhochta ag fdil an véta den

chéad uair. In 1918, bhi Conamara agus an chathair in aon
toghcheantar amhdin ar a glaodh Connemara. 1 gConamara
ba é P4draic O Mdille a roghnaiodh do Shinn Féin le seasamh
in aghaidh William O’Malley MP.

Troideadh an cath sna nuachtdin dititla, le slégai moéra,
le taispedntais phoibli agus fid le hamhrdin nuachumtha.
Rinne an file pobail, P4dhraic Learaf O Finneadha comparéid
idir P4draic O Miille a “ruaigfidh Sedn Buf amach as an tir”
agus William O’Malley “dhiol sé muide leis an Arm Gallda.”
Lagiarracht a bhi i bhfeachtas Phdirti an Rialtais Duchais,
ag diriti ar an méid a bhi déanta ar son na hEireann trf
Pharlaimint na Breataine ag dul siar chomh fada le fuascailt
na gCaitliceach sna 18201 agus ag tagairt don phinsean, an
ollscolaiocht agus Ceist na Taltin. Bhiodar ag suil le bufochas
as an méid a bhi déanta acu ar son an phobail, ddr le William
O’Malley. Is beag cainte a rinneadh faoin todhchai ag slégai
an Phdirt{ i nGaillimh.

Lena cheart a thabhairt d6, labhair William O’Malley
faoin todhchai ag caint faoi fhorbairt thionsclaiochta agus
iascaireachta agus faoi cheannacht taldn ag rd: ‘only through
Parliamentary action that future benefits can come.” Suimitiil
go leor, ceann de na téamai a bhi in 6érdidi Phdirt{ an Rialtais
Duchais nd chomh conttirteach agus a bhi Stdt na Breataine
do mhuintir na hEireann agus go raibh géarghd le hionadaithe
i Westminster le muintir na hEireann a chosaint é Rialtas na
Breataine. Straitéis an-aisteach a bhif anseo do dhaoine a bhi
ag stocaireacht i dtir a bhi ag éir{ nios radacai. I measc na
geontdirti a luaigh siad nd go ndéanfadh rialtas na Breataine
planddil eile in Eirinn ag bronnadh taldn ar iarshaighditirf 6n
mBreatain. Cuireadh fainic ar dhaoine faoi céard a tharlédh
d’Eireannaigh d4 drarraingeodh Sinn Féin Arm na Breataine
anuas orthu, sagart paréiste Charna, an tAthair McHugh
ag rd: ‘if time came for another rebellion the men who were
preaching such a policy would be found under beds.

O tharla go raibh O Miille ar a theitheadh, b’éigean do
dhaoine eile labhairt ar a shon né ionadaiocht a dhéanamh dé.
Ina measc bhi leithéidi a dhearthdir féin, Tomds agus Michedl
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Pidraig O Miille Sinn Féin 1918.

O Droighnedin as an Spidéal. Labhair O Droighnedin ar a
shon sa gcathair, mar shampla. Seans gur airigh an Mdilleach
nfos sdbhdilte i measc a mhuintire mar bhi slégadh aige i
Leitir Mdir, is costil, ach ba Id go mér an seans go bhféadfai
breith air ansin nd mar a bhi sa gcathair.

Chur poblachtdnaigh a gcrof agus a n-anam isteach sa
bhfeachtas. Feachtas fuinnidil a d’eagraigh siad a bhi i bhfad
nf b'thearr nd ceann Phdirt an Rialtas Duchais. D*thégair
poblachtdnaigh go gcuirfidis tds lena bparlaimint féin i
mBaile Atha Cliath dd véddilfi déibh agus nach mbeadh
aon bhaint acu leis an ‘parliament of murderers mar a thug
poblachtdnach Gaillmheach uirthi. Caintiodh faoin imirce,
faoin geriochdheighilt agus an gd a bhi ann: ‘ro prevent the race
[from being crushed out.

Ddirt an sagart poblachténach 6g, Michedl O Griofa,
séiplineach i gceantar Bhearna agus na bhForbacha, go raibh
gd ‘to fight against England’s tyranny, corruption and wealth.
Duirt an Griofach freisin go raibh sé tar éis a bheith ag caint
le daoine in Arm na Breataine agus go raibh siad ‘determined
to be on the right side in the election.” Cdineadh laigeacht an
Bhille Rialtais Duchais a bhi le saoirse dirithe teoranta a
thabhairt don tir. Moladh an plean dul chuig na cainteanna
sfochdna idirndisitinta a bhi le bheith ann le rudaf a shocrt ag
deireadh an chogaidh.

Tuigeadh nach raibh ndire ar bith ar ghluaiseacht na
poblachta faoi fhoréigean. Bhi an Mdilleach ar a theitheadh
tar éis d6 scaoileadh le baill den RIC a thdinig len é a ghabhdil.
Direach roimh an toghchdn in 1918 labhair Seamus Murphy
le slua i Maigh Cuilinn ag rd leo: ‘He was a Dublin man and
Dublin had shown what could be done in case of necessity.’ 1
mi Lunasa bhi an poblachtdnach Henry Shiels ag dul tri
Bhearna le gripa ban ag teacht as Gaillimh. Gabhadh ¢ agus
mar thoradh air sin bhris na mnd fuinneoga na beairice. Bhi
eachtraf nios tromchdis{ ar fud na tire.

Cé go raibh foréigean idir ndisiintdiri mar chuid de
thraidisitin toghchdnafochta na hEireann, bhi toghchdn na
bliana 1918 citin i gConamara. Duirt William O’Malley ina
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litriocht toghchdnaiochta go raibh poblachtdnaigh ag triail:
‘frighten their fathers and mothers from going to the poll’. Tar
éis an toghchdin scriobh William O’Malley isteach chuig
an Connacht Tribune le 14 leo:

My personating agents were terrorised into not acting

for me and that friendly presiding officers were interfered

with by certain parties whom I will not describe further,

[ knew that the majority would be overwhelming. The

truth is that while the Sinn Féiners were enthusiastic

and perfectly organised, the nationalists were the reverse

1 am afraid there was a deplorable lack of moral courage

in the Nationalists ranks. In many cases the shouting of

small boys, the waving of flags and the Soldiers Song’

had the intended effect on the voters.
Nior luaigh O’Malley tada nios measa nd béicil né canadh
ins an rditeas a rinne sé. Ar an ldmh eile, cé gur eagraigh
na héglaigh i gConamara garda cosanta do Phddraic O
Mdille, is costil nach raibh an chosaint ag teastdil uaidh siad
ach an oiread. Traidisian ldidir eile sa toghchdnaiocht nd
caimiléireacht vétdla agus bhi sé sin le feicedil sa toghchdn
seo freisin. Labhair an poblachtdnach Gearéid Standin as
Leitir Chalaidh faoin toghchdn ag rd: ‘7 voted many times in
the names of people who were dead for years. My name wasn’t
even on the register of voters.

As an 40,446 véta a caitheadh i gcontae na Gaillimhe,
fuair Sinn Féin 31,221 né 77.2% de na vétai a caitheadh. Sin
direach an coibhneas céanna a bhi i gConamara. 77% den
véta a fuair Pddraic O Mdille. Caithfidh go raibh iontas ar
William O’Malley a ddirt roimh an 14 vétdla: 7 cannor believe
that the people are so entirely devoid of gratitude or of common
sense as to be guilty of such folly.

Nil thios cén chaoi a vétdil ceantracha thar a chéile seachas
corrlitir a rinne cur sfos ar bhoscaf dititila. Fuair Sinn Féin
véta ard sa geathair, dbhar iontais. Rinne O’Malley go maith
ina cheantar dichais in iarthar Chonamara. Maireann an
t-eolas sin mar gheall ar chinsireacht ar litreacha priosiinach
sa mBreatain. Faraor, nil eolas den chinedl sin ar fdil ddinn
faoi Chois Fharraige, ach is décha, bunaithe ar thianaise an
mhéid a thdinig ina dhiaidh, gur vétdil Cois Fharraige go
ldidir ar son U{ Mhdille. Bua stairidil a bhi ann do Shinn Féin
a bhain 73 den 105 sufochdn a bh{ ar fdil leo. As an mbua sin
thdinig D4il Eireann agus Cogadh na Saoirse, dbhar ailt 14
nios faide anonn. W

William O’Malley MP.



