Séipéal Chamuis
—céad bliain
slanaithe aige

Padraig Seoige

Ta 100 bliain slanaithe ag Teach Pobail
Chamuis. Ba ar an 15 Lunasa 1897 a
beannaiodh séipéal nua i gCamus,
agus bhi an méid seo a leanas i gclé6 in
Irisleabhar na Gaeilge, mi Iil 1897.

“The dedication of the Camus church
in Connemara will take place on the
15th of August. This church has been
erected in a very poor district in the
wilds of Connemara by the untiring
assertions of Father Joseph Cassidy,
Rossmuck, Maam Cross, Co. Galway,
replacing the old last chapel — last of its

kind in Ireland. The ceremony is to be
performed by most Rev. Dr.
McCormack, bishop of Galway. It is to
begin with Solemn Mass at 11.00 a.m.
The sermon will be preached in Irish by
the accomplished Irish Preacher, Rev.
M.D Conroy, Parish Priest Spiddal. As
this is perhaps the first occasion in a
century on which a dedication sermon
has been preached in Irish, those who
love the national tongue should avail
themselves the opportunity to be
present. Visitors should reach Maam
Cross by train on Saturday. The station
is only five miles from the new church
(ag an am sin). We are sure that many of

our readers will not fail to show their
appreciation of the importance of this
event by, if possible participating in its
celebration”

REAMHBHUNU

Sular bunaiodh an sean-séipéal ar an
lathair seo i gCamus is cosuil go raibh
amhras faoi cén dit ar cheart é a thégiil.
Bhi sé leagtha amach go dtogfai ar
ionad éigin eile an séipéal ach de réir
cosulachta  bheartaigh lucht na
hEaglaise né an chléir b’fhéidir (mas
iad siid iad) go mbunéfai é ar bhruach
na farraige san dit a bhfuil an séipéal 6
shin agus freisin go bplichfai le crainn-
te é, rud de réir cosulachta a bhi fior
mar go mbiodh a lan crainnte timpeall
ar an séipéal sular athchéiriodh é i
1985. Beannaiodh an séipéal athchéir-
ithe i searmanas athchoisreaca a bhi ar
sial ar an 16"Marta, 1985.

Gearradh anuas cuid mhaith de na
crainnte go hdirithe an t-am a raibh 4it
padircéala 4 dhéanamh ann roinnt
mhaith blianta' 6 shin. Thég an it
pdircéala seo roinnt mhaith ama freisin
ach b’fhid an tairbhe an triobléid. Nil
moran crainnte timpeall ar Theach an
Phobail anois agus td radharc nios mé

fés ag lucht an bhéthair is bealaigh air.

AN SEIPEAL MAR A BHI

T4 leagan amach difriuil go hiomlan ar
an séipéal nua anois seachas mar bhi.
Roimbhe sin agus is cuimhneach liomsa i
mo ghasir beag go raibh boscai
faoistine srl. sa sean séipéal. Bhi an
altéir thios san ait a bhfuil dit suite anois
1n aice an dorais cé go bhfuil an Sacristy
mar a thugtar air san ait chéanna fés. Is
maith is cuimhneach liomsa €é agus mé i
mo ghasiir g ag freastal don sagart. Ba
é an tAth. O Lorcdin. an chéad sagart ar
fhriothdil mise dé i gCamus. Bhi sé mar
shagart pardiste i Ros Muc le gairid
freisin ar ndoigh. D'fhriothail mé ina
dhiaidh sin don Ath. Tomas O
Ceallaigh.

Ba laethanta pléisitirtha a bhi iontu
sin agam féin agus mo chomrddaithe a
bhiodh ag friothdil an Aifrinn sa sean
séipéal ag an am. Ni bréag a ra ach gur
bhain muid taithneamh astu agus ta
cuimhni cinn agamsa ar na laethanta sin
f6s. T4 a lan de na seandaoine a bhiodh
ag freastal ar an Aifreann ag an am 6
gach baile imithe ar shli na. firinne

Ma ta feabhas as cuimse (mas sin an
focal) tagtha sa saol 6 shin, fés ba deas
agus ba nadurtha an sean dream ud.
Ach oiread leis an séipéal féin ta athru
tagtha ar an Aifreann. T4 Aifreann
againn ar thrathnéna Dé Sathairn 8.00
p-m. Rud eile f6s na nach raibh na mna
na na fir ag roinnt an chomaoinigh ag
an am na nior sileadh go mbeadh aon
chaint air. Sin tuairm 20 bliain 6 shin
agus nach moér an t-athru ata tagtha 6
shin mas chun leasa an phobail é. Mura
bea ta suil againn nach chun aimhleasa
an t-athri mér seo go léir.

Ddla an scéil bhi clog an tséipéil ann
an uair sin freisin agus is cuimhneach
liomsa cupla fear ag tarraingt an
tslabhra mhéir chun clog an Aifrinn a
thosnu. T4 an clog difritil anois freisin
cé go bhfuil sé ann agus nuair a
chloisfeda an clog ag bualadh bheadh a
fhios agat go mbeadh sé in am agat a
bheith ag tégdil do shuiochdin le
Aifreann a éisteacht.

Ceapaimse go bhfuil an séipéal suite
i suiomh deas ar bhruach na farraige cé
nuair a bhiodh taoille ard ann san am a
caitheadh go dtagadh an t-uisce isteach i

séipéal féin. Ni minic a tharlaionn sé seo
anois, buiochas le Dia.

SAGAIRT
B’iomai sagart a bhiodh ag freastal i
gCamus 6 bunaiodh an séipéal. Ni
cuimhneach liomsa ach roinnt bheag
diobh agus ba ¢é an tAth. Paddy
Callanan P.P an chéad sagart a bhfuil
cuimhne agam air. T4 sé imithe as le
fada an 1i. Ba é an tAth O Lorcdin a
thdinig ina dhiaidh. Ansin thainig an
tAth. O Ceallaigh, an tAth. Mac Gloinn,
agus ta roinnt mhaith sagart ar an liosta
ina dhiaidh seo — cipla duine né tridgr
diobh nach raibh ann ach seal gairid. Sé
an tAth. Gear6id O Griofa atd linn i
gCamus anois le roinnt blianta, bail 6
Dhia air. Ba col ceathar leis an tAth. O
Cathdin a bhi ann roimhe agus ba lena
linn sinid a h-athchéiriodh an séipéal. Is
as Inis Oirr iad beirt. Go maire siad ar
fad a nuaiocht agus go gcuiti Dia a
saothar leis na sagairt a bhi i gCamus
agus atd beo fés agus go ndéana Dia
maith orthu siid atd imithe ar shli na
firinne. Mar a deireann an sean-fhocal
“Maireann an chraobh ar an bhfal ach ni
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